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Parashas Vayelech So now, write this song for yourselves, and teach it to the Bnei Yisrael. (31:19)

The Talmud Megillah 3A relates the incident in which Yehoshua was laying siege to Yericho, when he met an angel at
night. The angel said to him, "This evening you neglected the Korban Tamid Shel Bein Ha'Arbaim, Afternoon sacrifice, and
now you have neglected the study of Torah." Yehoshua asked, "In regard to which (of these two sins) have you come?"
The angel answered, "Ata basi," "l have come now." Immediately, the next night, (Rashi) Yehoshua studied Torah. The
Rivan in Tosfos explains the relationship between the word ata, "now," and Torah study, as being derived from the above
pasuk, V'ata, so now, kisvu es ha'shirah ha'zos, "Write this song for yourselves." Chazal teach us that "this song" is a
reference to the Torah. We wonder why the angel cited this pasuk to emphasize the sin of bitul Torah, wasting time from
studying Torah. Surely, there are other pesukim that state the preeminence of Torah study in our lives. What was the
angel alluding to with this pasuk?

The Ponevezer Rav, Z, explains that from the perspective of Torah study alone, quite possibly Yehoshua could have
found a dispensation for not studying at that time. After ll, it was during a war. They were in the midst of the battlefield in
the dead of night. There was sufficient reason to forego any critique concerning their laxity in Torah study. There was an
aspect of Torah study, however, which they were missing. Torah is called shirah, song. Just as a melody is refreshing,
exciting and pulsating, so too, does the Torah add excitement and vibrance to one's life. One who views the
Torah as a song will never recuse himseif from learning. How could he? It is his lifel During battle, deprivation,
and throughout any time frame or period, one finds time to study Torah. It is not merely an intellectual pursuit. It

is chayim!

The angel criticized Yehoshua for the lack of the v'ata, "and now," referring to the Shira, the song, that Torah is to be.
Horav Elazar M. Shach, zI, would often relate from Horav Yisrael Salanter, zI, who commented, "l cannot fathom any
greater enjoyment in Gan Eden than a shtender, a book stand, with a Talmud Nedarim with the commentary of the Ran
opened on it." This was life to him! No joy, no sense of satisfaction was comparable to the passion he felt through
cheshkas haTorah, desire to study Torah. He is impervious to the extraneous hustle and bustle of the world around him.
He was content with immersing himself in the sweet melody of the song of Torah.

The Klausenberger Rebbe, ZI, was well known for his boundless love of Torah. This was demonstrated by the manner in
which he davened, especially when he recited the tefillah of Ahavas olam. He would begin by beseeching Hashem to have
mercy on us, and then he would slowly articulate each request accompanied by a torrent of tears. "Please, Hashem," he
would supplicate, "V'tein blibeinu. 'Place in our hearts (the ability and desire) Thavin, to understand, lishmoa, to listen,
liimod. to learn, u'lelamed, and to teach." He would then collapse in uncontrollable weeping as if he were bent over
begging for his life. In truth, he was - because he knew no life other than a life of Torah. Without it, he was not alive.
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